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Tusk extraction in Infected Asian elephant tusk
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ABSTRACT

The 48 year-old male Asian elephant( Elephas maximus )has had tusk infection problem

since 1999. The tusk was cut to pulp cavity. The pus came out from the pulp everyday and the
tusk was unstable. Mahout cleaned with daily tab water but the infection still occurred. The blood
sample was collected to monitor the elephant health status and bacterial culture was performed

both aerobic
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and anerobic bacteria every time before treatment. The bacterial sensitivity test was also used for
choosing the appropriate antibiotic drug. The pulp was flushed with antiseptic solution, normal
saline irrigation then topical with antibiotic paste for packing, sealed with plaster cement. The pulp
was followed up by restorative at least every two months. Unfortunately, the pulp connective tissue
was necrosis and tusk became unstable. The left tusk extraction was decided after unsuccessful
treatment. The elephant was intravenously sedated with Xylazine HCI and local anesthesia by 2%
Lidocain at infra orbital area around the tusk. The tusk was adhered with adhesive tape and griped
with the tool to rotate the tusk. After clockwise circling and moved around, the tusk was aparted
from the socket. The tissue was cleaned with antiseptic solution and normal saline, stopped

bleeding with sterile gauze packing. The tusk infection was recovery soon without complication.

Keyword : tusk infection, tusk extraction, Asian elephant(Elephas maximus).
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