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ABSTRACT

The genus Gracilaria is a red marine alga belonging to the Family Gracilariaceae
used for extracting agar. It is characterized by an erect, fleshy and succulent thallus. The
thalli of most species are cylindrical, some are compressed and some are foliose. The
identification of the species of Gracilaria is difficult owing to the great variability of the
plants and poorly understood species limits. Anatomical characteristics seem to be more
stable than morphological features. The male and female reproductive organs are the most
important characteristics for species determination.

Thirteen species of Gracilaria of Thailand are identified. They are Gracilaria
bangmeiana, G. changii, G. edulis, G. eucheumoides, G. firma, G. fisheri, G. irregularis,
G. lemaneiformis, G. minuta, G. percurrens, G. salicornia, G. tenuistipitata and G. textorrii.
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Order : Gigartinales
Family : Gracilariaceae
Genus  : Gracilaria Greville (1830)
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Figure 1. Types of spermatangial conceptacles
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Figure 2. Longitudinal section of cystocarp
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1.

Gracilaria bangmeiana Zhang et Abbott
4 A .
¥oIAN : Polycavernosa ramulosa Chang et Xia

Hydropuntia ramulosa (Chang et Xia) Wynne

. Gracilaria changii (Xia et Abbott) Abbott, Zhang et Xia

@#mau : Polycavernosa changii Xia et Abbott
Hydropuntia changii (Xia et Abbott) Wynne

. Gracilaria edulis (Gmelin) Silva

& a . .
yoltaN : Fucus edulis Gmelin

Polycavernosa fastigiata Chang et Xia

. Gracilaria eucheumoides Harvey

5. Gracilaria firma Chang et Xia

Gracilaria fisheri (Xia et Abbott) Abbott, Zhang et Xia

A a

YolAl : Polycavernosa fisheri Xia et Abbott
Hydropuntia fisheri (Xia et Abbott) Wynne

. Gracilaria irregularis Abbott

. Gracilaria lemaneiformis (Bory) Weber-van Bosse

4 o .. .

¥o1AY . Gracilaria sjoestedtii Kylin
Gracilaria andersonii (Grunov) Kylin in Abbott
Gracilariopsis sjoestedtii (Kylin) Dawson

Gracilariopsis lemaneiformis (Bory) Dawson, Acleto et Foldik
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9.
10.

11.

12.

13.

Gracilaria minuta Lewmanomont

Gracilaria percurrens (Abbott) Abbott, Zhang et Xia

Foipu Polycavernosa percurrens Abbott
Hydropuntia percurrens (Abbott) Wynne

Gracilaria salicornia (C. Agardh) Dawson

%alan : Sphaerococcus salicornia C. Agardh
Corallopsis salicornia (C. Agardh) Greville
Corallopsis cacalia J. Agardh
Corallopsis salicornia var. minor Sonder
Corallopsis opuntia J. Agardh
Corallopsis minor (Sonder) J. Agardh
Gracilaria canaliculata (Kutzing) Sonder
Gracilaria crassa Harvey ex J. Agardh
Gracilaria cacalia (J. Agardh) Dawson
Gracilaria minor (Sonder) Durairatnam

Gracilaria tenuistipitata Chang et Xia

§2 variety 1éun var. tenuistipitata Wag var. liui

Gracilaria textorii (Suringar) J. Agardh

%kman : Sphaerococcus (Rhodymenia) textorii Suringar
Gracilaria vivesii Howe

Gracilaria vivipara Setchell et Gardner

Gracilaria sinicola Setchell et Gardner

Gracilaria johnstonii Setchell et Gardner
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Lﬂuqmgﬂmﬂuﬂqmmu polycavernosa 6
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Gracilaria bangmeiana Zhang & Abbott
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