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The Role of Public Spaces in the Communities along Saen Saeb Canal

A Case Study of Talad Kao Minburi Community, Bangkok.

Andast nagaa’ 81380 AURATT
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ABSTRACT
The purpose of this research is to study the role of public spaces in the communities along
the Saen Saeb canal, which create unique characteristic for the area as well as for the buildings
located along the canal. Such characters have been created by how local people (both living inside

and outside the communities) conduct activities. The study seeks to understand the role of public
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spaces, leading to a proposed guideline for urban-fringe revelopment. The scope of study focuses on
the living heritage community along the canal side, in which its lifestyle mainly involves riverbank
trades. The buildings in this area form a linear pattern along the canal.

According to the study, the public spaces of the community can be classified as 7 types,
consisting of 1) public open space around the buildings, 2) public open space of pedestrian
footpaths, 3) public open space along the canal side, 4) public open space in the canal, 5) public
open space of the car park area, 6) public open space located in the academic institutes, and 7)
abandoned area. These public open spaces associate with people’s activities both living inside and
outside the community. These spaces in the communities are public open spaces for uses in urban
scale and have a role in connecting the communities along the canal to other adjacent communities.

In the analysis, there are criteria or indicators which are types of activities consist of
compulsory activities, alternative activities and social activities that are sorted according to a
comparative study of these activities between the insiders and the outsiders. The findings show the
increasing uses of public spaces in the community by both insiders and outsiders, especially on the
pedestrian footpaths in which people use heavily.

Key Words: Public Spaces, Saen Saeb, Canal, Talad Kao Minburi Community

Tipawan Tongard: tipawan.t@bu.ac.th
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