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Love Destiny: Emotional Engagement and Travel Motivation of Thai TV Series Viewers
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ABSTRACT

Love Destiny is the first drama TV series on the Thai digital terrestrial television with the highest
average impression rating record after having transformed from the analog terrestrial television. It has
caused phenomenon that reveals the relationship between drama TV series and viewership in diverse
dimensions. This study aims to explore the factors that affected the viewership of the show, which led
to increasing number of visitors to real locations of the scenes from the show. A deep interview with 4
of the TV series endured fans was conducted. Information was interpreted from observations and
narratives of 10 other group interviews with scene location visitors and leading actors’ fan clubs. The
result showed the samples were highly bound to the show, causing them to anticipate the show during
each episode’s first live along with increases in popularity of the elements shown in series’ scenes.

These elements included food, dialogues, Thai traditional dresses, travel destinations and actors.

Key words: Drama Thai TV series, Emotional engagement, Travel motivation, Love destiny
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