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A Study of the Effect of the Development of Critical
Reading of Elementary Grade Students
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Suparkorn Rachakarakij

ABSTRACT

This research was aimed to develop critical reading. Sample was 66 Pratomsuksa Four and 75
Pratomsuksa Six students, selected by using intellectual function tests scores, then divided into three groups.
There were two experimental groups and one control group at each level. All these students of each level
had the same ages and scores. The procedures were as follows: two critical reading achievement pretests were
administered before the experiment, then the first experimental group was taught by using the critical reading
lessons and recording students’ discussion. After the teaching, the teacher let the students listen to the audio
tape and gave the correct answers. The second experimental group was taught by using the same method but
without recording students discussion. The control group was taught the same lessons but neither recording
the students’ discussion nor giving the correct answers. Finally, after the experiment, two critical reading
achievement posttests were administered to all students at each level.

The results were as follows:- 1) There was a significant difference at the .05 level between pretest and
posttests scores in each group at each level; 2) there was no significant difference at the .05 level of postiests
scores between two experimental groups at each level.

Key words : critical reading, elementary grade students.
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Table 1  Comparing pretests and posttests reading scores of the Fourth Grade students in the experimen-
tal groups and control group.
Group Pretest Posttest t
X S.D. X S.D.
Experimental Group 1 12.85 4.12 21.55 5.15 2.65*
Experimental Group 2 12.80 4.14 21.05 5.09 2.61*
Control Group 12.82 4.13 20.06 5.14 2.49*

t R32AV .05 df 21 = 2.08 p < .05
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Table 2 Comparing pretest and posttest reading scores of the Sixth Grade student in the experimental
groups and control group.
Group Pretest Posttest t
X S.D. X S.D.
Experimental Group 1 14.28 1.965 21.52 2.159 3.64*
Experimental Group 2 12.80 2.040 21.05 2.121 3.69*
Control Group 15.12 1.903 19.72 2.035 3.24*

1 LAY .05 df 24 = 2.06 P < .05
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Table3  Comparing posttest reading scores of ~ Table4 Comparing posttest reading scores of
the Fourth Grade students between the the Sixth Grade students between the
experimental groups and control group. experimental groups and control group.

term df SS MS F term df SS MS F
SSpe 2 6.82 3.41 0.75 SSpg 2 6.11 3.06 0.67
SSwy 63  284.63 4.52 SSwe 72 331.28 4.60

SS; 65 291.45 SS; 74 337.39

F 15241 .05 df 2,63 = 3.15 p < .05
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