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of Extension Methodology to Eliminate Opium Poppy
Cultivation of Hilltribes in Wiang Pa Pao District,
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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were to study extension methodology applicable to the hilltribes of
Northern Thailand in order to facilitate and hasten the elimination of opium poppy cultivation, to conserve
natural resources and to improve the standard of living of tribal families.

Utilizing 3 villages of Lahu tribesmen in Wiang Pa Pao district of Chiang Rai (Ban Huai Pong, Ban
Huai Nam Rin and Ban Doi Mod), developed extension methodology to transfer improved technology to tribal
farmers. Two extension approaches investigated were “top down” (welfare service patron to client
methodology) and “bottom up” planning approach (farmer centred problem solving based on farmer determined
needs and farmer decisions). These two approaches were utilized in two different villages while a third village
served as a control,

Attempt had been made to evaluate the achievement of this project in the contexts of area planted

to opium poppy cultivation, farmers behavioral change (e.g. knowledge, attitude and practices), gross income,
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quality of life and farmers’ participation. As regard peoples’ participation, it was found that

“bottom up”

planning approach village (Ban Huai Nam Rin) had higher participation level than “top down’ administration

approach village (Ban Huai Pong) partly due to villagers at Ban Huai Nam Rin (esp. village council) had

been involved in every stage of participation process (e.g. problems finding, planning, implementation and

evaluation). It was, therefore, suggested that peoples’ participation (or people — centred) should be consider

for any development project if it is to be successful or effective or not.
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