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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were to study the labour useing, the causes and the effects of the flow
of labour, the trends in labour needed and the problems of labours useing m rubber tapping and sheetmaking
in Southern Thailand. The study was carried out both qualitatively and quantitatively. The means used in the
qualitative study were the PRA method and secondary data, while the method used in the quantitative study
was interview designed form a selected sample group by the method of simple random sampling of 85 out
of the population of 13,453 in both Amphoe Hat Yai and Amphoe Nathawi Changwat Songkhla.

From the study it was found that the most rubber planters in both Amphoe used labour from outside
their family for rubber tapping and sheet making; most labour was local labour because it was more reliable
than labour from other places. The average amount produce by the hired labour was 30.2 kilogrammes per
person per day, most of which was in the form of third and fourth class raw rubber sheets and a small
quantily of concentrasted rubber latex. As for the sale of the rubber, it was found that the raw rubber sheet
were mostly sold in local markets while concentrated rubber latex was sold both as the site of rubber
plantations and at local buying sites near the rubber plantations. The rate of income from sale sharing
between rubber plantation owners and hired labour was mostly 60 : 40 and the sharing was done immedi-

ately at the selling sites. Regarding the causes of labour flow, it was found that for the majority of rubber
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planter households, 31.8% moved because of educational reason and 22.3% because they wanted to eam

more money. As for the impact of the labour flow, it was found that it had an impact on both familys and

local communities. The impact on the family was that 39.4% of decrease 1n production while the effect on

the local community was that 27.6% of human resources and local benefits were absorbed into urban areas.

Regarding the trend for labour needs, it was found that 62.3% of all the households needed an average of

2.34 persons per household in addition to the existing labour, for rubber tapping and sheetmaking in each

household . For the problem of labour useing mn rubber tappmg and sheetmaking, it was found that 47.1%

of majority of labours had no skill in rubber tapping and sheetmaking.

Key words . labour flow, rubber tapping labour, rubber sheet labour, agricultural labour.
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Table 1 General information on para rubber planters' household.
n=2_85
Description Number Percentage
Number of family members (Person)
1-2 12 14.12
3-4 36 42.35
5-6 24 28.24
27 13 15.29
X =467
Total rubber plantation area owned (rai/family)
<10 13 15.29
11-20 20 23.53
21-30 26 30.59
31-40 15 17.65
241 11 12.94
X =23.89
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Table 2 The use of labour for rubber tapping and rubber sheet making in rubber planters’ family.

n =83
Description Number Percentage
Number of family members (person)
<2 53 62.35
3-4 25 29.42
5-6 5.88
> 7 2.35
X =149
Rubber tapping area (rai/family)
<10 19 22.35
11-20 39 45.88
21-30 15 17.65
31-40 10 11.77
2 41 2 2.35
X =16.45
Labour for rubber tapping for the family
Family labour only 20 23.53
Outside labour only 48 56.47
Both family and outside labour 17 20.00
Homeplace of hired labour
Local 1abour 74 87.06
Outside labour 11 12.94
Type of products
Raw rubber sheets 78 91.76
Concentrated latex 7 8.24
Raw rubber sheet quality
First class 2 2.35
Second class 4 4.71
Third class and forth class 79 92.94
Weight of producis (kg/person/day)
<20 20 23.53
21-40 44 51.76
41 - 60 17 20.00
2 61 4 4.71
X =30.25
Selling methods
On-the-spot plantation sales 2 2.35
Local markets 80 94.12
Through a local middleman 3 3.53
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Table 3 The flow of labour for rubber tapping and rubber sheet making.

Description Amphoe Nathawi Amphoe Hat Yai Total

Number Percentage Numbe Percentage  Number Percentage

Labour flow
Flowing 23 63.89 34 69.39 57 67.06
Stationary 13 36.11 15 30.61 28 32.94
Total 36 100.00 49 100.00 85 100.00
Flowing Method
Permanent 6 26.09 10 29.41 16 28.07
Temporary 17 7391 24 70.59 41 7193
Total 23 100.00 34 100.00 57 100.00

Characteristic of
Temporary Flow

Return 1-15 days/time 10 58.83 10 41.67 20 48.78
Return 16-30 days/time 5 29.41 2 8.33 7 17.07
Commute daily 2 11.76 12 50.00 14 34.15

Total 17 100.00 24 100.00 41 100.00

Reasons for labour flow
(more than one answer allowed)

To increase family 9 25.00 10 20.42 19 22.35

income

Desire outside work 3 8.33 6 12.24 9 10.59

(social value) and

experience

To further education 12 33.33 15 30.61 27 31.76

Dislike agriculture/ 3 8.33 6 12.24 9 10.56

farming

Follow others 1 2.78 8 16.33 9 10.59

To help oneself 3 8.33 1 2,04 4 4,71

Better income than - - 2 4,08 2 2.35

tapping rubber

Not specified 5 13.9 1 2.04 6 7.06
Total 36 100.00 49 100.00 85 100.00

Work that labour flows to
Industrial factories

Government/private 5 21.74 12 35.29 17 29.82

Organization 7 30.43 8 23.54 15 26.32

Services

Study. 5 21.74 4 11.76 9 15.79
6 26.09 10 29.41 16 28.07

Total 23 100.00 34 100.00 57 100.00
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Table4 Impacts of labour flow to rubber tapping and rubber sheet making.

Impact Number Percentage

Impacts to family!

Decrease in production 80 3941

Increase of plantation and household management 72 35.46

Change in family value 51 25.13
Impacts to local community2

Urbanization of community 36 16.294

Change in ways of life 29 12.12

Loss of community self-identity 28 12.67

Human resources and benefits absorbed in urban areas 61 27.60

Agro-society structure becoming more industrialized 12 5.43

Lack of community leadership and knowledgeable 55 24.89

persons for community development

Remark : 1.2 More than one answer allowed
3,4 Percent calculated from the total of 203 and 221 answers

Table 5 Trend of labour needs for rubber tapping and rubber sheet making

Description Number Percentage

Future labour needs for family rubber tapping

and rubber sheet making
Need for more labour 53 62.351
No need for more labour 32 37.65

Labour needed for rubber tapping and rubber
sheet making (person/family)

1-2 28 52.832
3-4 20 37.74
5 5 9.43
X =234

1,2 Percent calculated from the total of 85 and 53 answers
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Table 6 Problems and obstacles of labour for rubber tapping and rubber sheet makingl.

Problems Number Percentage?
Lack of skill in rubber tapping and rubber sheet making 58 47.15
Lack of responsibility and change in rubber tapping behaviour 32 26.01
Dishonesty of labour 18 14.63
Insufficient labour during peak production and price fluctuation 15 12.21

1 More than one answer allowed
2 Percent calculated from the total of 123 answers
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