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ABSTRACT

Rainfall characteristics are essential for a watershed and its water resource management. Results can vary
depending on the method and the number of stations used for analyzing the areal rainfall. The objective of this
study was to compare the rainfall characteristics including number of storm and days, duration, intensity, and the
amount as indicated by different methods. The methods used to calculate the various characteristics were Thiessen
polygon (TP) based on observed data from 11 stations and arithmetic mean (AM) based on observed data from
11, 5, 3 and 1 station(s). Data were measured from 2005 to 2012 using automatic recording rain gauges. Using TP,
the results indicated that the variation in the daily number of storms calculated using one station was different
stations. Monthly, mean monthly, and annual variations in the daily number of storms were not different. The
rainfall intensity and duration estimated using different methods and the number of stations were not similar. The
daily, monthly, and mean monthly number of rainy days were not different while the annual variation calculated
using AM on data measured from three stations and a downstream station were not the same. The daily rainfall
amount calculated using one station was different from that estimated using TP, while the monthly, mean monthly,
and annual changes were not different. We conclude that to characterize the rainfall in a given area, the appropriate
number of rainfall stations should not be less than three, which should be located at different elevations at the

upper, middle, and downstream area of a watershed.
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Figure 1 Upper Mae Sa Watershed located in the Mae Rim district, Chiang Mai province.
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Figure 2 Locations of the rainfall stations in the upper Mae Sa Watershed, Mae Rim district, Chiang Mai province.
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2012 at the upper Mae Sa watershed, Mae Rim district, Chiang Mai province.
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Figure 6 Average rainfall intensity estimated using different number of stations during the years 2004 - 2012 at

upper Mae Sa watershed, Mae Rim district, Chiang Mai province.
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Figure 7 Average rainfall duration estimated using different number of stations during the years 2004 - 2012 at

upper Mae Sa watershed, Mae Rim district, Chiang Mai province.
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Table 1 Differences in the value of the number of storms, Intensity, and duration estimated using the Thiessen

and Arithmetic mean methods from data measured for 11, 5, 3, and 1 stations.

Number of storms

Monthly Intensity Duration
Number of stations Daily Monthly Annual
mean
r NSE r NSE X2 U X2 X2
1 station (Upstream) 0.7282  0.4109* 0.9778 0.9522 0.9999 21 3.17 x 107 5.13 x 1071
1 station (Midstream) 0.7936  0.5681* 0.9752  0.9458 0.9999 18 3.70 x 10°%%* 2.41 x 10°*
1 station (Downstream) ~ 0.6703  0.3158*  0.9687  0.8993 0.9999 * 1.33 x 10°2* 3.61 x 10°*
Average 3 stations 0.8294  0.6769  0.9838 0.9612 0.9999 20 5.47 x 102% 2.50 x 10°*
Average 5 stations 0.8417 0.7057 0.9853  0.9697 0.9999 26 2.38 x 10726 1.83 x 10°%*
Average 11 stations 0.8735 0.7612 0.9867  0.9710 0.9999 25 6.41 x 102> 1.01 x 10°%*
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Table 2 Comparison of difference of number of rainy days and rainfall amount between the Thiessen method

and Arithmetic mean method by using the data of 11, 5, 3 and 1 stations.

Number of rainy days

Rainfall amount

Monthly Monthly
Number of stations Monthly Annual Daily Monthly Annual
mean mean

r NSE X2 U r NSE r NSE X2 ]
1 station (Upstream) 0.9837  0.9669 0.9999 21 0.7195 0.3048* 09414 0.8695 0.0840 29
1 station (Midstream) 0.9847 0.9607  0.9999 15 0.8094 0.4728* 0.9358 0.8539  0.9904 27
1 station (Downstream) 09773  0.9256  0.9999 8% 0.6831 0.2650* 09385 0.8681  0.9131 20
Average 3 stations 0.9914 09717 0.9999 12* 0.8266  0.6304 0.9586 0.9166 0.9751 29
Average 5 stations 0.9918 0.9784  0.9999 18 0.8328 0.6391 09612 09133  0.9678 27
Average 11 stations 0.9933  0.9792  0.9999 16 0.8738  0.7348 0.9677 09336  0.9857 30

Remarks * = indicates difference value
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NSE = Nash-Sutcliffe efficiency
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